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AJC EXCLUSIVE 


No charges as probes of 46 lynchings end 


Decision comes 17 years 
after racial terror case 
was reopened in Ga. 


By Brad Schrade 
brad.schrade@ajc.com 


A decades-long effort to iden- 
tify and prosecute members of 
the Georgia lynch mob who shot 
and killed two black couples in 
what became the nation’s last 
mass lynching has come to an 
end without anyone held account- 


LIVING, D1 


COMING SUNDAY 
New details from the GBI’s 
17-year investigation. 


able, The Atlanta Journal-Consti- 
tution has learned. 

The Georgia Bureau of Inves- 
tigation is preparing to officially 
close the 1946 Moore’s Ford lynch- 
ing case, possibly by the end of 
January, after learning in recent 
weeks that the FBI quietly closed 


The best of Pasadena 
(besides the parade) 


its investigation into the murders. 
The decision comes 17 years after 
then-Gov. Roy Barnes ordered the 
GBI to reopen the investigation, 
and state and federal authorities 
worked jointly to develop new 
information about one of the 
most notorious acts of racial ter- 
ror in postwar America. 

The passage of time always 
made those efforts doubtful. The 
last promising break came nine 
years ago, but it failed to turn up 
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YOUR GUIDE TO THE ROSE BOWL 


Where to cheer with 
other Bulldogs fans 


How well do you 
know UGA football? 


All four victims 
of the Moore’s 
Ford Bridge 
mass lynching 
were taken 

to black- 
owned Young 
Funeral Home 
in Monroe, Ga., 
shown herein 
July 1946. THE 
ATLANTA JOURNAL- 
CONSTITUTION 


TAX OVERHAUL 


Georgia says no to 


early tax payments 


Hempstead, N.Y.: People line up Tuesday at the Hempstead tax receiver’s office to pay their real estate 
taxes before the end of the year. Similar efforts in Georgia are being rejected by county tax officials who 
say 2018 taxes can’t be collected until the bills go out next year. HOWARD SCHNAPP / ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Officials rebuff residents trying to beat new rules. 


By Arielle Kass 
akass@ajc.com 


It’s not often that people are 
excited — let alone eager — to 
pay their taxes. 

But across metro Atlanta, cit- 
ies and counties are fielding calls 
from residents who just can’t wait 
to hand over their money. 

Why the rush to pay? In short, 
it’s the result of the new tax over- 
haul passed by Congress. 

The Republican-sponsored law 
eliminates some deductions, and 


YOUR HEALTH 


Flu arrives 


Shots aren't stopping 
most severe strain 
dominant this season. 


By Dan Klepal 
dan.klepal@ajc.com 


This year’s flu season may be 
areal headache, in part because 
the vaccine contained in flu shots 


puts a $10,000 cap on the com- 
bined itemized deduction for 
state, local and property taxes. 
Residents who typically deduct 
more than $10,000 are among 
those trying to pay their prop- 
erty taxes early, to take advan- 
tage of the existing law, before 
the new one kicks in. 

Ina statement Wednesday after- 
noon, the Internal Revenue Ser- 
vice said early payments for 2018 
property taxes can be deducted 
— but only if those property taxes 
are assessed this year. In Geor- 


gia, no 2018 property taxes are 
assessed in 2017. 

Even before the IRS’ clarifi- 
cation on deductions, Georgia 
property owners would be mostly 
unable to pre-pay. 

Local tax commissioners say 
state law prohibits them from 
accepting property tax pay- 
ments early, before bills go out, 
though at least one city insists 
that it’s OK and has been col- 
lecting for 2018. 


Taxes continued on A6 


U.S.-CHINA TRADE 


Trump plans 
trade penalties 
against China 


Moves designed to aid 
U.S. manufacturers, but 
some fear retaliation. 


By David J. Lynch 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration is setting the stage 
to unveil tough new trade penal- 
ties against China early next year, 
moving closer to an oft-promised 
crackdown that some U.S. busi- 
ness executives fear will ignite a 
costly battle. 

Several corporate officials and 
analysts closely tracking trade 
policy said that President Don- 
ald Trump is expected to take 
concrete actions on a range of 
disputes involving China within 
weeks. 

Trump is due by the end of 
January to render his first deci- 


sion in response to petitions from 
U.S. companies seeking tariffs or 
import quotas on Chinese solar 
panels and washing machines 
manufactured in China and its 
neighbors. 

USS. trade officials in both cases 
already have determined that 
domestic manufacturers have 
been injured by surging imports 
and have recommended that he 
erect new trade barriers. 

Trump could also order new 
limits on Chinese investment in 
the United States or raise tariffs 
unilaterally — a likely violation of 
U.S. commitments to the World 
Trade Organization — pending 
the outcome of a broader inves- 
tigation into Beijing’s alleged fail- 
ure to protect foreign companies’ 
intellectual property rights, ana- 
lysts say. 


Trade continued on A5 


Chinese 
President 
Xi Jinping 
welcomes 
President 
Donald 
Trump to 
Beijing last 
month. The 
U.S. trade 
deficit with 
China has 
widened 
during the 
Trump 
presidency. 
PANG XINGLEI/ 
TRIBUNE NEWS 
SERVICE 


early in state as vaccine proves less effective 


is much less effective against the 
most severe form of influenza —a 
strain known as H3N2, which has 
been dominant so far this season. 

Health care experts in Aus- 
tralia, which suffers through its 
flu season from June through 
August, found that flu shots were 
only 10 percent effective in pre- 
venting H3N2 influenza there. 
It’s unclear if the vaccine in the 


METRO, B1 
Veteran news anchor 
Davis dies after stroke 


The CBS46 morning news anchor 
was about to attend the funeral 
of her stepfather in San Antonio 
and was waiting on a flight. 


U.S. will have similar difficulty 
in stopping the virus. 

But it’s already clear that H3N2 
will put it to the test. 

The CDC issued a health advi- 
sory Wednesday urging doctors 
to treat at-risk patients with flu- 
like symptoms with antiviral med- 
ications quickly. 

“Antiviral treatment should be 
started as soon as possible after 


SPORTS, Cl 
Whendidyoustart to 
believe in Bulldogs? 


The other three playoff partici- 
pants ranked No. 1,No. 5 and No. 
7 inthe Associated Press presea- 
son poll; Georgia was 15th. 


illness onset and should not be 
delayed even for a few hours to 
wait for the results of testing,” 
the advisory says. 

There have been 7,000 con- 
firmed flu cases in the U.S. as 
of early December — double the 
number of cases during the same 
period last year. About 78 percent 
of influenza cases in the U.S. this 
year have been the H3N2 strain, 


BUSINESS, A9 
Retailers get holiday 
gift from shoppers 


Sales were up 4.9 percent 
between Nov. 1 and Christmas 
Eve, the largest year-over-year 
increase since 2011. 


according to Irena Kenneley, a 
board member of the Associa- 
tion for Professionals in Infec- 
tion Control and Epidemiology. 

And Georgia is tracking close 
to that percentage. 

Peak flu activity in the U.S. is 
usually December to February. But 
the flu season started early this 
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